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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

1 . The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: Claims 8 and 9 recite, "the control unit sets the sound output 
of the first output unit in an interrupted state ... while the power source is OFF." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. 

The Applicant's specification has failed to clearly disclose how the device is 
constructed such that the control unit [may set] the sound output of the first output unit 
in an interrupted state while the power source is OFF, 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 3,5,7,9,11 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Yasuhara Pub. No. US 2003/0053638 A1. 

Regarding claim 3, 

In Figure 9, Yasuhara teaches an acoustic device comprising: a plurality of sound 
sources (see paragraph [0054]); 

a first output unit (10,1 1) and a second output unit (13) for outputting sound based on 
sound signals from the sound sources; 

a mode setting unit (see switches 22 & 23, since both operate to change the operating 
mode of the acoustic device) responding to a predetermined operation for switching and 
setting a first mode, in which the sound based on the sound signals from one of the 
sound sources are output from the first output unit (see paragraph [0013]), and a 
second mode, in which while the sound based on the sound signals from one of the 
sound sources are being output from the first output unit, the sound based on the sound 
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signals from another sound source are output from the second output unit (again, see 
paragraph [0013]); 

an external connection unit (6) for externally connecting an electronic device (4); 
and 

a control unit i.e., switch, for controlling the mode setting unit (22 & 23) so that the 
power source of the acoustic device may be turned ON in the second mode, when it 
detects the power ON demand signal through the external connection unit while the 
power source is OFF, see paragraph [0057]. 

Regarding claim 5, 

In paragraph [0042-00431 Yasuhara teaches an acoustic device according to claim 3, 
wherein the power ON demand signal obtained through the external connection unit is 
output from the electronic device in response to the power ON of the electronic device. 

Regarding claim 7, 

In paragraph [0057], Yasuhara teaches an acoustic device according to claim 3, 
wherein the power ON demand signal obtained through the external connection unit is 
output from the electronic device in response to the insertion of a recording medium into 
the electronic device. 

Regarding claim 9, 
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As best understood with regard to the USC 112 second paragraph rejection above, 
Yasuhara appears to teach an acoustic device according to claim 3, wherein the control 
unit sets the sound output of the first output unit in an interrupted state when the power 
source of the acoustic device is turned ON in the second mode while the power source 
is OFF. 

Regarding claim 11, 

In paragraph [0041], Yasuhara teaches an acoustic device according to claim 3, 
wherein the control unit causes a display unit to display power ON information indicating 
that the power source is turned ON, when the power source of the acoustic device is 
turned ON in the second mode while the power source is OFF. 

Regarding claim 13, 

Yasuhara teaches an acoustic device according to claim 1 1 , further comprising: a last 
information storage unit for storing, when the power source of the acoustic device is 
turned OFF, the sound source information relating to the sound source of the sound 
based on the sound signals being output by the first output unit just before the OFF of 
the power source, as last sound source information, see paragraph [00581 

wherein paragraph [0094-0095] teaches that the control unit causes the display unit to 
display the last sound source information stored in the last information storage unit, as 
the power ON information, when the power source is turned ON in the second mode 
while the power source is OFF. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1,2,4,6,8,10 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yasuhara Pub. No. US 2003/0053638 A1. 

Regarding claim 1, 

In Figure 9, Yasuhara teaches an acoustic device comprising: a plurality of sound 
sources (see paragraph [0054]); 

a first output unit (10,1 1 ) and a second output unit (13) for outputting sound based on 
sound signals from the sound sources; 

a mode setting unit (see switches 22 & 23, since both operate to change the operating 
mode of the acoustic device) responding to a predetermined operation for switching and 
setting a first mode, in which the sound based on the sound signals from one of the 
sound sources are output from the first output unit (see paragraph [0013]), and a 
second mode, in which while the sound based on the sound signals from one of the 
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sound source are being output from the first output unit, the sound based on the sound 
signals from another sound source are output from the second output unit (again, see 
paragraph [0013]); 

In paragraph [0036], Yasuhara teaches a remote operation unit (14) for operating the 
rear controller (3) of the acoustic device, reading on "for operating the acoustic device 
remotely"; and 

a control unit (80) for controlling the mode setting unit via actuation of switches (91 ,92 
and 94) so that the power source of the rear controller (3) of the acoustic device may be 
turned ON in the second mode when it detects a power ON demand signal from 
switches "22" and "23". 

Yasuhara teaches that the remote operation unit (14) is provided for controlling the rear 
controller when the audio system operates in the second mode. Yasuhara also teaches 
that the rear controller (3) is provided with a power ON/OFF switch (22) for sending a 
power ON demand signal. 

Yasuhara does not clearly teach the remote operation unit (14) is also provided with a 
power ON/OFF switch. 

However, the Examiner takes Official Notice that the provision of a power ON/OFF in 
remote control units is well known in the art and would have been obvious to include in 
the remote operation unit (14) of Yasuhara, for the purpose of permitting the user to 
activate/deactivate the externally disposed DVD player or other internally disposed 
audio sources accessible via rear controller, from a distance. 
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Regarding claim 2, 

In Figure 9, Yasuhara teaches an acoustic device according to claim 1 , further 
comprising: an external connection unit (6) for externally connecting an electronic 
device (4) having the remote operation unit (14), wherein the control unit (2) includes a 
control unit i.e., switch, for controlling the mode setting unit (22 & 23) so that the power 
source of the acoustic device may be turned ON in the second mode, when it detects 
the power ON demand signal through the external connection unit while the power 
source is OFF, see paragraph [0057]. 

Yasuhara does not clearly teach that the power ON demand signal may also initiate 
from the remote operation unit 

As applied to claim 1 , above, the Examiner has taken Official Notice that the initiation of 
an ON/OFF Power demand signal from the remote operation unit (14) is well known in 
the art and would have been obvious to include for the purpose of permitting the user to 
activate/deactivate the rear controller from a distance. 

Regarding claim 4, 

In paragraph [0042-0043], Yasuhara teaches an acoustic device according to claim 2, 
wherein the power ON demand signal obtained through the external connection unit is 
output from the electronic device in response to the power ON of the electronic device. 

Regarding claim 6, 
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In paragraph [0057], Yasuhara teaches an acoustic device according to claim 2, 
wherein the power ON demand signal obtained through the external connection unit is 
output from the electronic device in response to the insertion of a recording medium into 
the electronic device. 

Regarding claim 8, 

As best understood with regard to the (JSC 112 second paragraph rejection above, 
Yasuhara appears to teach an acoustic device according to claim 1 , wherein the control 
unit sets the sound output of the first output unit in an interrupted state when the power 
source of the acoustic device is turned ON in the second mode while the power source 
is OFF. 

Regarding claim 10, 

In paragraph [0041], Yasuhara teaches an acoustic device according to claim 1 , 
wherein the control unit causes a display unit to display power ON information indicating 
that the power source is turned ON, when the power source of the acoustic device is 
turned ON in the second mode while the power source is OFF. 

Regarding claim 12, 

Yasuhara teaches an acoustic device according to claim 10, further comprising: a last 
information storage unit for storing, when the power source of the acoustic device is 
turned OFF, the sound source information relating to the sound source of the sound 
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based on the sound signals being output by the first output unit just before the OFF of 
the power source, as last sound source information, see paragraph [00581 

wherein paragraph [0094-0095] teach that the control unit causes the display unit to 
display the last sound source information stored in the last information storage unit, as 
the power ON information, when the power source is turned ON in the second mode 
while the power source is OFF. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Dionne H. Pendleton whose telephone number is 571-272-7497. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 9-5:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Vivian Chin can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 
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